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23 August 1951 


Approval of Minutes 


1. Action : The minutes of the meeting of 16 August 1951 . fax* 
(IAC-M-Ul) were approved. £ 

Breakdown of Cease-Fire 
Negotiations In Korea 




2. Action : Although it was generally agreed that there were 
insufficient facts available at this time to Justify an opinion on 
the significance of the Communist statement, it was decided that 
the IAC representatives should vork on an estimate of the probable 
consequences of the breakdown based on the assumption that It was 
permanent. 


3 . Discussion : It was accepted on the basis of available 
evidence that the alleged bombing of the neutral zone was undoubtedly 
staged by the Communists. While there was insufficient evidence to 
determine whether the resultant breakdown could be considered defini¬ 
tive, General Smith noted that positive Communist action in breaking 
off negotiations was contrary to the usual Russian tactic of putting 
the onus on the other side. Various possible motives were suggested: 

a. that the Soviets might prefer a tenser situation in 
Korea in order to justify a more belligerent attitude at the 
San Francisco Conference; 

b. that the Soviets might be trying to bring about a 
session of the UN General Assembly in order to bring pressure 
on the U. S. position with respect to the 38 th Parallel; 

c. that in a limited offensive, the Communists might force 
the UN troops back to the 38 th Parallel before resuming truce 
talks; 

d. that the Communists now felt strong enough to resume 
a general " 6 th phase." 


Intelligence Coordination 
in Germany (IAC-D-30/1) 

4. Action : In executive session the draft informal memorandum 
was approved with the understanding that State will revise it to take 
account of certain suggested changes, after which it will be recir¬ 
culated to the interested agencies. It was decided that the formal 
letter was unnecessary and should be dropped. 
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Proposal for an Estimate 
on a koly War In the 
Middle East (IAC-D-31) 


3 . Action : It was decided not to write such an estimate at 
this time. 

Proposal for an Estimate 
on the Strategic Importance 
of the Far East (lAC-D-32) 





Co 


6. Action : It was agreed to undertake an estimate of the 
strategic Importance of the Far East to the USSR, omitting reference 
to its Importance to the U. S. The estimate was to procede de novo 
and not to be a revision of ORE 17-49. * 
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